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Commission for Environmental Cooperation 

• The CEC supports the cooperative environmental  
agenda of Canada, Mexico and the United States –  
the health of its citizens, climate change, and a  
low-carbon, green economy. 

• In 2008, the CEC made specific recommendations  
to help make green building a standard practice  
throughout North America.  

•  In 2011, the CEC formed the Trilateral Green Building Task Force, 
comprising North American leaders from the green building industry, 
researchers, and government officials.  

• The task force was charged with identifying opportunities to address 
obstacles to the construction of green buildings in North America. 
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Priorities and Tasks in 2012-2013 

1.Green building financing 
2.Workforce education & training  
3.Re-densification  
4.Energy efficiency benchmarking  
5.Green building systems/programs in use across North America  
6.Resource repository 
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Financing 
Research and development of a comprehensive model business 
case in support of innovative financial tools, at the national level, 
to overcome the barriers to market penetration of green building 
and sustainability retrofits. 
 
Deliverables 
•Innovative financing models that address the needs of the 
different jurisdictions and governments across North America.  
•Interviews with lenders, investors, governments, and real property 
sector stakeholders. 
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Workforce education & training 
Identification of professional and workforce barriers and training 
gaps in the North American green building sector, present and 
future; and prioritized recommendations regarding actions the 
CEC can take to address these needs and barriers.  
  
Deliverables 
•Analysis of green building stakeholders, sectors and workforce 
groups in North America. 
•Dynamics and trends for each sector and labor.  
•Existing training/education initiatives, gaps and needs in North 
America, by country. 



 

Energy efficiency benchmarking. Continuing support for Mexico’s 
effort to adapt the ENERGY STAR® benchmarking methodology. 
  
Systems and programs. Development and publication of a 
comprehensive guide to green building systems and programs 
operating across North America (i.e., codes and standards, ratings, 
certifications, and other related initiatives). 
 
Repository. Creation of a repository of research products and findings 
concerning the central importance of green building and eco-cities to 
greening the economy in North America.  
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Re-densification 
Cost-benefit analysis of greening existing buildings and other 
densification measures in North America. 
 
Deliverables 
•Comprehensive account of public-sector green building 
benefits -- social, environmental, and economic. 
•Toolkit of policy pathways to support greening of existing 
buildings and other smart growth initiatives, and that clearly 
indicates how the pathways identified will be integrated into 
existing government programs. 
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