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PEFC is organizing a webinar to discuss and elaborate on the enquiry draft of an Appendix to the revised PEFC Chain

of Custody standard (revision still ongoing), defining Social Requirements within the PEFC Chain of Custody. The

webinar will take place on Wedenesday, 7th July 2010, 4 PM (Central European Summer Time).

"Social issues have long been an integral part of forest certification, which verifies that forest management satisfies

the environmental, social and economic aspects of sustainable development," said Ben Gunneberg, PEFC Secretary

General. "Yet Chain of Custody certification has so far been limited to tracking certified material through the

production process, from the forest to the consumer."

The proposal to expand the scope of Chain of Custody certification and include social, health and safety

requirements is one of the outcomes of the 2009 global public consultation on the enquiry draft of the revised Chain

of Custody standard.

The requirements would oblige PEFC-certified organizations to demonstrate that they:

ensure workers' freedom of associations and rights for collective bargaining

prohibit the use of forced labour covering the organization

ensure minimum age for workers

ensure equal employment that covers recruitment, promotion, division of work and dismissal, and

ensure occupational health and safety, including its documentation and reporting.

Stakeholders globally are invited to provide comments and feedback on the draft requirements . If the requirements are approved following this consultation and the

integration of the input received, PEFC would become the first global system to demand compliance with key requirements of the fundamental ILO conventions along the

whole supply chain.

The Enquiry Draft of the Appendix definig Social Requirements within the PEFC Chain of Custody are available for global public consultation online until 23rd July 2010.

Further information

Sign-up for the webinar
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